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ABSTRACT 

 
In the 1960s, Carl Sagan proposed several tests that might be applied to evidence 

of contact by extraterrestrials in ancient times. Sagan’s “tests” focused on two broad 
categories of evidence; cultural artifacts and “accounts” recorded in myths, legends, 
folklore and religious texts. To date there are few published reports of any investigator 
attempting to apply Sagan’s tests to material or cultural artifacts originating in ancient 
cultures. 

It has been argued elsewhere, that Sagan’s “tests” seem in some instances to be 
too specific (and thus too limited in scope for general use), and in other instances not 
specific enough. Extracting and synthesizing key concepts from the proposed tests, they 
have been restated in a manner that results in their encompassing a broader range of 
plausible evidence and providing a greater specificity of standards for the evaluation of 
such evidence. The evidence to be presented and evaluated below appears to meet the 
standards set forth in Sagan’s proposed “tests”. 


