57th International Astronautical Congress 2006

35th Symposium on The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETT) — The Next Steps
(A4.)
SETI I - Technical Aspects (1.)

Author: Dr. Seth Shostak
The SETT Institute, Mountain View, CA, United States, seth@seti.org

Dr. Jill Tarter
The SETI Institute, Mountain View, CA, United States, tarter@seti.org

SPEEDING UP SETI SEARCHES BY HUNDREDS OF TIMES: THE ALLEN
TELESCOPE ARRAY

Abstract

The Allen Telescope Array (ATA), now under construction in Hat Creek, California,
will when completed, speed up the reconnaissance of target star systems by two orders of
magnitude over its predecessor program, Project Phoenix. Straightforward extrapolation
of technology suggests that within two decades of the start of operations, the ATA will
have examined 105 — 106 star systems. If frequently cited estimates of the number
of transmitting galactic civilizations (104) are correct, then the sample of star systems
examined during these first two decades of operation could well produce a detection.

The technical characteristics of the ATA will be described, together with a report on
its current operational status. In addition, we will present preliminary results from its
first SETI program; a 20-square degree survey of the inner galactic plane.



