DR. SETI'S STARSHIP

By D H. Faul Shueh,” NBTX

Searching For The Ultimate DX

i are o ostar voyager. You share
Y your starship Earth with six thou-
sand million other human passen-
gers as you hurtle scross space and time
ul 86 400 seconds per day, the Speed of
Life. Your shipisadnfl in a vastacean of
four humdred thousand  millien siaes,
which we call the Milky Way. How can
wou look oul at these other suns and not
wimnder dbout the ereatures inhabiting
their starship planets? The question “Are
We Alone™ i a ol as our species, yet
it i only withim an eve blink of human
history that we have begun 10 develop
techinalogy 1o seek o meaningful answear.
Wealcome to "Dy, SETL's Starship.” «
column obomt the guest for our cosmic
companicns. Lam H. Pau] Shuch, N6TX,
Executive Direcior of the infernational
SETI (Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intel-
ligence) League, and it is oy privilege to
lesd you on this joumey. Please join me
in @ guest for the ultimate DX, In the
months ahead we will explore the soen-
tific and echnological breakthroughs
which lead us 1o now envision & universe
teeming with life. We will review the
early efforrs of the SETI discipline, dis-
cuss the vanous searches now underwily,
grapple with the challenge of recognizing
what we see, and speculate on the Impact
that extra-temestrial comtact may have on
our own starship and s future course.
First, hivwevier, it is necessary (o estiblish
@t few ground rules
My perstmal ['Ja.{.'kgrmml.l 5 10 e ur
radio. Through it, | beeame interested in
radio astronomy. [ ose radio telescopes
(sensilive muicrowave recemvers, powerful
computers, and elaborate antennas )y lo sift
threugh thie cosmic statie in seaseh of pal-
terns which nature cannot produce by any
mechamsm known to us Thisas proba-
bly not the only way 10 search for evi-
dence of other civilizations in the cosimos,
bur these are the wols svailable w me. Tn
recenl years & number of phenomena
(reporied sightings, abduetions. the Ros-
well Incident. crop citeles, Arza 51, eté)

“Exgoulive Director, The SETT Levgue fre,
#emnanil. i e il g v g

Star Yoyager

The auifier seen with one of the twin 28-meter dishes ai the Pisgah Astromomical
Research Insiimie (PARI) in North Caroling, the world's furgest private radio
ebiservatory, which o run entirely Iy radio amatenrs. (SETT League photo)

huve defied explanation. These maotters
are certainly mteresting, and imay he wir-
thy of further study by qualificd experts.
We in the SETT community ume priman-
Iy radio astronomers, though, argusbly
gualified w recover and analvze micro-
wave signals. Beyond thot we ¢laim no
particular expertise. We will continue to
concenirale onwhal we know best, and
encourage others 1o do the same:

CO VAF enjovs a worldwide reader-
ship. Il you've read this far, you huve
doubtless determined that my urbane.
cosmopolitan manner notwithsianding, T
am unmistakably o Yank, Despie our
honorable editor’s best efforts o Angli-
cize my writing, | wnite a4 | spenk, in
idiomatic American | beg the indulzence
of cur non-Amernican readers, who no
doubt find my stvle rather guame. My
asint 5, we §peak lansusze h ot the
very least have common oo, wioch s
more than wecan Sypect when v atempl
to communicate scroms the sulf of inter-
stellar space.

The above siatcment begs the guestion
*How can we ever hope o ke amvthing
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useful from a species with which we have
absolutely nothing in common?” The
optimist in me answers that our cosmic
companions, if indeed they exist, share
more incommon with us than you could
possibly Imagine, Porone thing, we share
all matural laws, One lesson astronomy
bas taught us i that the laws of the w-
varse ars pratty much the same Out There
as they are Down Here. We may even
share a shred of common biefogy. if the
late Sir Fred Hovle's theories about
directed panspermis ire comect, That i,
life on Earth very well may have been
seeded from beyond. Recemt fossil evi-
dence found within meteorites which fell
ot Earth from Mars suggests that life (a1
least ot the microbial level) well may per-
meate the cosmos, We may have just mat

our distant ancestors, encased i rock
11 that is the cise, then we readily can
imagine who that distamt DX might be—
peings not 5o unlike ourselves, living in
the light of distant sums, looking ou
wowiard us aoross the gull of space amd
temg, and wondering, “Are We Along?”
73 Poul, N6TX
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