DR. SETI'S STARSHIP

By Dr. H. Paul Shuch,* NGTX

Searching For The Ultimate DX

The Bet is Already Won

issue of CQ VHF, we introduced Long

Bets (www.longbets.org), the Arena
for Accountable Predictions, a web-
based wagering facility launched by the
futures-oriented Long Now Foundation.
The purpose of Long Bets is to improve
long-term thinking. You may recall that
Long Bets is a public arena for enjoyably
competitive predictions, of interest to
society, with philanthropic money at
stake. As mentioned in that column, I am
a party to one of those bets—and so, it
turns out, are a couple of my colleagues.

Their wager is intriguing. It was pro-
posed by Tibor Pacher, who runs the
Peregrinus Interstellar website, and the
challenge was accepted by Paul Gilster
of Centauri Dreams. Since both parties to
the wager are friends of The SETI
League, I felt compelled to follow the
debate closely.

The bet in question, as posted by
Pacher, reads: “The first true interstellar
mission, targeted at the star closest to the
sun or even farther, will be launched
before or on December 6, 2025 and will
be widely supported by the public.”

The conditions to be satisfied in win-
ning this bet are quite specific:

I. The mission can be a manned or
unmanned flyby probe or to be captured
by the target star’s gravitational field. It
will have been designed expressly as a
mission to another star, and not an outer-
solar-system mission that keeps going.

2. Allowed launch location of the
Spacecraft is any place in the solar Sys-
tem within the orbit of Neptune, either
from the surface of a solar system body
or from any orbital position.

3. As a minimum requirement for the
mission the spacecraft shall be capable of
delivering data for at least one scientific
measurement.

4. Planned mission duration shall be
less than 2,000 years.

Gilster is arguing against Pacher’s pre-
diction, but it seems to me that the bet has
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already been won. I would argue that the
first interstellar missions have already
launched and that (exercising only a lit-
tle imagination) they meet the above con-
ditions. Those missions involve not
spacecraft, but rather streams of photons,
the fastest spaceships known to man.

Think about it: Interstellar microwave
transmissions probe other civilizations’
interest in dialog and pass numerous stars,
and thus are “flyby probes,” in a sense.
They are transmitted specifically for the
purpose of reaching other solar systems.
They have been “launched” (transmitted)
several times from Earth, which is clear-
ly within the 4.5-billion km radius of
Neptune’s orbit. Some of these transmis-
sions have conveyed scientific informa-
tion about Earth, which satisfies the con-
dition that they “deliver data for at least
one scientific measurement.” They travel
at the speed of light, so within the 2,000-
year mission duration they potentially will
reach thousands of stars within 2,000 light
years of our own sun. Also, they are wide-
ly supported by the public, as witnessed
by the large number of humans who have
submitted messages to the various pro-
jects thatbeam them into space. Thus, con-
gratulations, Tibor, you win!

Nevertheless, Tibor and Paul agree that
what they had in mind is slightly larger
interstellar probes. They also had intend-
ed provision #3 to require the delivery of
scientific data to, not from, Earth, al-
though they failed to state this clearly in
their wager. Thus, honoring the spirit (if
not the language) of the bet, I guess we’ll
have to wait a little longer to see whose
position prevails.

Meanwhile, as a side bet, Tibor and
Paul have agreed that the loser will buy
the winner a beer, probably in Budapest
(Tibor’s native town, and a favorite venue
of Paul’s and mine), once the bet is decid-
ed. They’ve invited me to join them there
on December 6, 2025, win or lose. Since
I hope still to be drinking beer into my
eighties, I look forward to doing so, and
to reporting the outcome of this wager in
Volume 28, Issue No. 1 of CQ VHF. So,
don’t let your subscription lapse!

73, Paul, N6TX
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RSGB Books

IOTA Directory

Edited by R. Balister, G3KMA
RSGB, 2007 Ed..

Fully updated, lists all islands
that qualify for IOTA, grouped by
continent, and indexed by prefix.
Award rules & application form.

Order: RSIOTA $18.00

Practical Receivers
for Beginners

By John Case, GW4HWR
RSGB, 1996 Ed., 165 pages

| Selection of easy-to-build
receiver designs and simple

fun projects and test equipment.

Order: RSPRN $2 6- 50

Digital Modes
for All Occasion

By Murray Greenman, ZL1PBPU
RSGB, 2002 Ed., 208 pages.
Simply the most “complete”

book on Digital Modes available.
Over 100 illustrations!

Order: RSDMFAC $2 8. 50

HF Antenna Collection

RSGB, 2nd Edition 2002

252 pages

|| A collection of outstanding articles

il and short pieces that were published
| in Radio Communication magazine.
Includes single- and multi-element,
horizontal and vertical antennas, extremely small
transceiving and receiving antennas, feeders,
tuners and much much more!

Order: RSHFAC $33- 00

Low Power
Scrapbook

RSGB. © 2001, 320 pages.
Dozens of simple transmitter
and receiver projects for the
HF bands and 6m, including
the tiny Oner transmitter and
the White Rose Receiver.

Order: RSLPS $18- 00

Shipping & Handling: US & Possessions - Add $7.50

for the first book, $3.50 for the second, and $2 for each

additional book. FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER

$75.00 (merchandise only). Foreign: Calculated by order

weight & destination & added to your credit card charge.
ALLOW 3 TO 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
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