By D H. Paul Shuch,” N&TX

DR. SETIS STARSHIP

Searching For The Ultimate DX

1e you getting bored vet? [ sure am!
AWL:‘ ve been searching for extrater-

restrial radio signals for nearly half
a century now, and so far, no success.
{Okay, well maybe not you and [ person-
ally, but for that long, as a civilization,
Earth has pursucd the science of SETL the
Search for Extra-Terrestrial [ntelligence,
and still no confirmed reception.) Hams
have been engaged in the search since the
inception of SETI, and hams are notori-
ously impatient. How do we hold their
interest through what might well prove to
be a multi-generational endeavor?

The problem is that SETT offers little
tor those who demand instant gratifica-
tien. After all, it has been maybe 12 or 15
thousand million vears since the Big
Bang, the explosion that many of us
believe formed the universe. Our Sun was
formed perhaps 3 thousand million years
ago, the Earth was formed shortly there-
after, microbial life emerged 3 hillion
wears back, and humans came into being
Just yesterday on the cosmic clock.

What of our ability o communicale
across the cosmos using photons, the
fastest spaceships known to man? We
have had the necessary lechnology for
less than the blink of an eye. S0 how long
showdd 1t take o detect our cosmic com-
panions? No one can say for sure, but it's
safe Lo guess it probably won't happen
TOMOTTow.

We in The SETI League, however, are
asking radio amateurs o build sensitive
microwave receiving stations, point their
antennas at the stars, and wait . .. and wait

-and wait,

So far the bands are dead. No wonder
we’re getting bored. SETI's only hope of
holding your interest (and mine) is o
estahlish a program of on-the-air activi-
ties, competitions, and awards. When
you're huffing and puffing and running
toward the goal line, perhaps you'll be
less likely to notice that it's light-years
away. In my last installment | told you
about The SETI Leaguc™s cxira-terrestri-

*Executive Director, The SETT League, fnc.,
swww, selileague. org>
e-mail; <ROE setileague org=
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HAVING DEMONSTRATED EXCELLENGE IN RADIO ASTRONOMY BY THE
CONFIRMED RECEPTION OF NOT LESS THAN FIVE RADIO SOURCES
FROM BEYONEG EARTH, IS HEREBY INDUCTED INTO THE SETI LEAGUE'S

EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL CENTURY CLUB

WITH ALL THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES ASSOCIATED THEREWITH,

Confrmed reception of a minimum of five radio sources from bevond the Earth s atmos-
phere can gualify you for membership in the FExtra-Terrestrial Century Club,
Endorsements are issued for additional detections, up to a maximum of 100,

al QSL card program to acknowledge
your reception of radio sources from
“Beyond.” Today we take the next step.
The SETI League has an awards pro-
gram to honor the efforts and accom-
plishments of the world’s amateur radio
astronomers, The Extra-Terresirial Cen-
try Club (ETCC) award. patterned after
the DX Century Club (DXCC) and
VHFE/UHF  Century  Club  (VUCC)
awards from the American Radio Relay
League, rewards confirmed reception of
a significant number of distiner extra-ler-
restrial radio emissions—manmade, nat-
ural. and even {dare we hope?) alien!
Amateur radio astronomers and SETI
enthusiasts documenting radic reception
from beyond Earth of a suitable number
of  artificial  satellites, manned or
unmanned space probes, natural astro-
physical phenomena, Earth (ransmis-
sions hounced off the Moon or another
planet, or confirmed electromagnetic evi-
dence of another civilization in space are
eligible w apply for ETCC awards from
The SETL League, Ine. The program is
apen to SETI League members and non-
members alike, although interested radio
amateurs are encouraged to join the non-

profit SETI League, Inc., this planet’s
mast D -onented ham club,

The initial ETCC award is 1ssued for the
properly documented detection of five
unique extra-terresirial radio  signals,
Endorsements are issued for the docu-
mented detection of a total of 10, 15, 25,
50, and 100 such unigue sources, Detection
of extra-terrestrial radio sources in the cat-
egories of Natural, Human, Moonbounce,
and Alien, in any combination thereof, as
defined in our Extra-Terrestrial QSL rules
(listed in last quarter’s column), will be
accepted as qualifying for ETCC mitial
certificates and endorsements. As is the
case for most awards recogmizing on-the-
air activities, participants are asked Lo pay
a modest fee to cover the costs of admin-
istering this program,

Here are some of the specifics:

For the purpose of this award, success-
ful ET radio detections will be evidenced
salely by the submission of valid (5L
iconfirmation of reception} cards, These
may include Extra-Terrestrial Q5L cards
issued by The SETI League, Inc., or Q5L
cards issued by licensed radio amalcurs
documenting reception of (or two-way

(Cominwed on page 83|
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radic contact involving) extra-lerrestrial
commumnications mokdes such as moon-
bounce, meteor scatter, auroral propaga-
tion, and amateur radio satellites. Either
the physical cards reguired for each
award or endorsement, in such quantity
as may he required (that is, all 5, 10, 15,
25, 50, or 100 cards, as applicable), or
legible photocopies thereof, must be sub-
mitted o The SETT League, Inc., along
with the name and full postal address of
the applicant. All cards will be returmed
tothe applicant, provided that the admin-
istrative fee specified below accompa-
nies the submiszion.

Detections from different, uniquely
identifiable passive reflectors (ie, a
given moon, planel, specific asteroid,
comet, or meteor shower) each qualify as
a separate detection for the purposes of
this award, Onlv one detection may be
claimed for each source observed, except
that repeat observations in different ham

radic bands or radio astronomy bands |

will count as unigque detections,

In the case of detections invalving mul-
tiple examples of the same family of arti-
licial source (e g., multiple GPS satellites
all received on the same frequency), each
speciflic source must positively and
uniguely be dentified in order for it to
count as a separate detection for the pur
pose of this award.

Mail all ETCC materials to; Operating
Awards, The SETI League, Inc., P.0O.
Box 535, Litle Ferry NJUT7643 USA,

The SETI League, Inc. will levy an
administrative fee of $10 U.5, for U.S.
apphcants, and $15 US. for non-U.5.
applicants, for each ETCC initial certifi-
cate and each ETCC endorsement award-
ed. Such fees are intended to cover the
costs of administering this award and of
returning all submitred Q5L cards. The
administrative fee is payable in 1.5 -dol-
lars checks (drawnona U8, bank or U.S.
Correspondent bank) or postal money
order only. and must be remined at the
time the QSL cards are submitted,
Participants are, of course, welcome 1o
make addinonal voluntary contributions
tothe nonprofit SETI League, Inc., which
may be tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law,

O most active parlicipants (o date are
already listed on the ETCC Honor Roll
page of The SETI League's website,
<htip:/fwww . setileague. orgfawardsfelce,
jpe=. L hope to be able to add vour name
or your callsign o that listing in the
coming months .. . or years, or decades,
0T Centurics. ]
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njoy Amateur Radio
«you'll enjoy

It's a different kind of ham magazine,

Fun to read, interesting from cover to cover, written so
you can understand it. That's CQ. Read and enjoyed by
thousands of people sach month in 116 countries around
the world.

I's more than just a magazine. It's an institution,

Ci also sponsors these fourteen world-famous award

programs ard contests: The GO Werkd-Wide DX Phone and CW Gontests, the GO
WAZ Award, the OO0 World-Wide WFX Phone and CW Contests, the GG World-Wide
WHF Contest, the GO USASCA Award, thie GO WEX Sward, the GO World-Wide 160
Mater Phone and CW Contests, the COQ World-Wide RTTY Contest, the CCO 5 Band
WAZ Award, the SO DX Award, and the highly acclaimed CO 0X Hall of Fame.
Accept the challenge. Join the fun. Read C@.
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