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ABSTRACT 
 
   In April, 2012, longtime Canadian SETI researcher Robert Stephens informed 
The SETI League, Inc. of his reception of an unknown signal suggestive of extraterrestrial intel-
ligence.  Because of Mr. Stephens’ reputation and extensive experience, the author opted to drive 
up to the Area 31 Radio Observatory personally, to participate in signal verification activities.  
He observed the signal in question, found it to exhibit a temporal persistence inconsistent with 
sidereal motion, and devised an experiment to test (and invalidate) the hypothesis that the signal 
was entering the receiver through the facility’s antenna.  This test was thus unable to confirm the 
Stephens Mystery Signal as a valid SETI candidate.  Neither was it able to disprove Mr. 
Stephens’ hypothesis that the signal observed was a manifestation of extraterrestrial communica-
tions sent by a mechanism heretofore unknown to humankind. 
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